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Office of Psychosocial Issues

Reconstruction after Conflict and War 

In February 2005 the Office of Psychosocial Issues, an international organisation and group of consultants based at the Free University in Berlin, will be offering a Professional Development Course.  The course aims to utilise the skills of two international facilitators working in the area of psychosocial support, community development and trauma management.  The course is targeted at community workers and staff working directly with and supporting victims/survivors of political conflict.  The 6–day course, for a maximum of 20 participants, will be held in two parts, the first in Northern Ireland and the second part in at a time and place to be confirmed.  The course is awaiting accreditation from the Open College Network.  Full funding is available for Northern Ireland-based participants and the event will be residential based.

Course Focus
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Wars and armed conflicts do not only cause material harm but also extreme psychological suffering. It is undoubtedly justified to offer specific help to survivors of conflict, but conflict-related trauma is not only about the psychological.  The psychological, cultural and social consequences of violence and destruction affect all aspects of life in communities and have implications for reconstruction, development, reconciliation and peacebuilding work.  To deal with the complexity of extreme trauma and its impact across a society a wide range of responses, approaches and skills are needed at all levels. Treatment work is not enough on its own and trauma work should not be the exclusive domain of psychologists and psychiatrists.  A range of creative approaches, skills and integrated strategies that complement each other are needed.     
This course, aims to offer community workers, particularly those working with victims/survivors in societies coming out of conflict, with a greater level of understanding of the psychosocial consequences of conflict, war and dealing with the aftermath of violence. It aims to provide a space for professional reflection and development guided by the OPSI Team, David Becker and Brandon Hamber, who have worked in a range of international contexts. The course intends to develop ways of integrating experiential knowledge and new skills, both practical and conceptual, into the project work of community workers, and in so doing enhance practice and effective peacebuilding and development work with victims and survivors of conflict.
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PART I
Northern Ireland Venue on 21, 22, 23 February 2005
PART II

Three days in June 2005, venue and time to be confirmed


If you are interested in attending the course, or want more information, please contact Marie-Hélène Knox at the Community Foundation for Northern Ireland (phone: 028 90245927, email: mknox@communityfoundationni.org)
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